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WHY INDIA IS HEART AND SOUL 
WITH GREAT BRITAIN 

Win is India heart ami soul with Great Bittern 
10 present crisis « The ansnei is quite plain to the 
Indian bu.t probable it mil not be so plan, to the 
Englishman who lias never been in India oi havmo 
been Ins not come n, touch with the licait mil soul 

0 ! , A ' >S ' 111 En g |lsI >'nen even m India do 

not try to do so If India w as conquered terntoiy in 
, lie sense that is usually understood or if the Inch ms 
held the position of a subject nation the response 
given li> lud n in the hour of the Empires need 
would line been i nnttot for wonder indeed hut 
Indii is not a conquered couutij nor ire her people 
a subject population 1 


Bntish Huh, in India 

In the mi Idle of the eighteenth conturj the centrd 
Moghul autl.oiitj ut Delhi h id fillcn into eomidi tr 
mid irictnev able decij Hie M ilu itta povv u which 
h id niisen oil its ruins receive] i stunning blow m 
the third bittlc of Pulilj at India w is divided into 
I number of small Stvtc held njnrt bj mutual 
suspicion and jv dousv an 1 not seldom vv irruign „„ t 
rich other The cwiiitrj had become n to 

unrclij mid confti ion In this st to of thin s the 
help of the I rcncli or the 1 nji h trading coiiip uiles 
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The battle of Plas^cy, which laid the foundations of 
British lule in India and ga\c to the East India 
Company the ie\ enue aclmnusttation of Bengal, 
was un dei taken as much on the invitation of the 
Indian people as of the thicatcned English settlement 
at Murshidabad, and fought practically with Indian 
soldiers In the wais that followed, the Government 
of Great Britain did not supply a single soldier oi 
spend a single rupee It was solely with India’s 
money, and mostly with Indian blood, that the 
British Empire in India was built up and consolid- 
ated, and when the Mutiny came m 1857, and British 
rule m India was neaily sbatteied, it was again with 
the help of the Indian princes and people that it was 
re established Professoi Seeley has justly observed 
that “ the expression ' conquest ’ as applied to the 
acquisition of sovereignty by the East India Company 
in India is not merely loose but tlioioughly mislead- 
ing" India has never felt that she was a conquered 
country, and the Indians do not feel that they arc a 
conquered people 

The Character oj British Rule 

But it is not a question of historical deduction or 
personal feeling The Chartei Act of 1833, one of 
the early parliamentary statutes dealing with the 
government of India, “ definitely and finally recog- 
nised the equality of status, of lights, and of duties 
of the Indian subjects of Lis Majesty with the 
British subjects ” But this is not all 

India’s Magna Chaita 

The people of India justly attach i my great mipoi- 
tauce to the Proclamation issued m 1858 by Queen 
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Victona to the princes, chiefs, and people of India on 
the occasion of the transfer of the government of 
India from the East India Company to the British 
Crown India w as just then emerging fiom a bloody 

and teinble struggle Gieat as was the occasion, 
marking a new and important epoch m the history of 
India, it was rendered doubly memorable by the 
great Proclamation of 'Queen Victoria, which has been 
trill) called the Magna Chaita of the Indian people 
High statesmanship bringing the solace of peace 
to a bleeding people and holding out hopes of a great 
future, combined with sentiments as lofty as have 
ever moved humanitj, was the predominant feature 
of this noble message, and it ended with n humble 
and solemn pia)ei which wont straight into the 
lieai ts of an oriental people instinct with the religious 
spirit 

A.ftei announcing a general imnesty, the Proclama 
tion pioceeded — 

“We desiie no extension of Our territorial 
possessions and wlnle Wc will peumt no aggres- 
sion upon Oui dominions or Our rights. We shall 
* sanction no encio ichment on those of others We 
shall lespect the lights, dignit), and honour of 
Our Native Pi luces as Our own 

‘ We hold Ourselves bound to the natnes of Our 
Indian territories by the same obligations of duty 
which bind Us to all Our other subjects and tlioac 
obligations, b) the blessing of Almight) God, Wc 
shall faithfull) tnd conscientiously fulfil It is Our 
earnest de-arc to stimulate the peaceful mdustrj of 
Indn, to piomote works of public utility and im- 
pio\ement, ami to administer its go\ eminent for 
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the benefit of all Our subjects lesident therein 
In their prosperity will be Our strength , m their 
contentment Our security , and in then gratitude 
Oui best reward And may the God of all power 
grant to Us and those m authority under Us 
strength to carry out these Our wishes for the good 
of Our people ” 

This was not a chartei of rights wrung from an 
unwilling Ruler by foice or compulsion, but a do 
liberate declaration of the policy of the British 
Parliament giaciously and aptly con\ej cA through 
the lips of a female Sovereign and it is not a policy 
winch the British nation has repented On the 
fiftieth anniversary of the gicat Proclamation, it was 
confirmed and ratified by another message from King 
Edward VII to the pnnees, chiefs, and people of 
India 
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\\SfAf 

tyoVr-ftrwmyij^ language as the medium of xntei 
1 oughts and ideas, a growing spirit 
of^ffafttraalitj , a common goi eminent and common 
ideals, internal peace and fieedom fiom extern d 
aggression, haae marked the histoiy of BntisJi 
mle m India during the latter half of the nine 
teenth century In % the twentieth century, the 
reforms associated with the names of the late Enl 
of Minto and Viscount kloiley, thougli somewhat 
mutilated in actuil opeiation and the sympathetic 
attitude of Loid lfirdinge identifying the Goiern 
ment of India with the Indian people on the great 
question affecting tlieir status ns citizens of the 
British JCmpnc ln\c drawn the nations Bntish and 
Indian, '•lo^ci together 
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mi erroneous sense of dignity and picstigc, at times 
surround themselves 

The visit of the King and Queen, as the a isible 
embodiment of sovereignty , and the generous and 
noble ubtcianccs of the King m his vnuous addi esses 
m India, did much to he uten the people m then faith 
in the ultimate fulfilment of the great Proclamation 
of Queen \ictoua, foi hopes long deferred had made 
them falter The Indian people justly demand u 
great extension of education among the masses, for it 
is the foundation of all progress, and the w pids of the 
King in his reply to the address of the Uim cisity of 
Calcutta have been taken by them as a fresh land 
mark in the dev elopment of education m India His 
Majesty sud “ It is my wish that theic may bo 
spread over the land a network of schools and 
colleges, fioin which will go forth loyal and manly 
and useful citizens aide to hold then own in the 
industries and agncultuie and all the \ ©cations m life 
And it is my wish, too tliat the homes of my Indian 
subjects may be brightened and then labom 
sweetened by the spread of knowledge w ith all tint 
follows in its tiam, a higher level of thought, of 
comfort, and of health It is thiough education tint 
my wish will be fulfilled, and the cause of education 
m India wall evei be close to my heart ” 

The Attitude of the People m this Gieat Crisis 
These are precious words to the Indnn people as 
the declaration by the Sovereign of a* policy which 
must be earned out Great and fai leaching as have 
been the benefits of British rule in India, it has not yet 
nsen to the full height of the British people m whose 
name and on whose behalf it is adminisfcexed, noi of 
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the people, liens to an ancient civile ition, for whose 
benefit the great Queen ashed Divine help to admans 
tci her lulc Impoitant questions, such as the right 
to cairy aims, to enlist as volunteeis, to enter the 
commissioned ranks of the Aimy, the recognition of 
equal citizenship in British colonies, the better ad 
ministiation of justice, a moie equitable participation 
m the goi eminent of ‘the country, still await solution, 
and India has necessarily felt at times sore and heart 
sick , but thcie ncvei has been any desire to bieak 
away India has definitely set herself to foige ahead, 
and foTliis end to work m India as well as in England 
by c\eiy constitutional means in her power With 
sympathetic statesmen like the Marquis of Crewe 
and Lord Haidinge at the head of affairs, her career 
may not be very' difficult Some people may ha\e 
imagined, the Germans amongst others, that the 
difficult questions of Indian administration would 
keep England and India apart and others who real- 
ised that the pace of Bntish rule m India has been 
too slow, too much weighted with caution, have 
doubted This feeling of doubt has been, to some 
extent, accentuated by the too great piominence that 
a section of tlie English Press has given to political 
crimes in India, forgetting that they aie attributable 
to an infinitesimal fraction of its population But 
India lias neier doubted Her heart lias been 
wholly with British rule , the foundations of liet 
faith and loyalty lia\e been too well and firmly laid 
to be lightly disturbed all that she desires is that 
Bntish rule m India should be compatible with the 
sclfiespect of her people, giowmg m education, 
knowledge, and eypcnence , that it should deielop 
into a lule by' the people as part of the British 
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Empire, ns tv ns foieseen nnd foretold b} the gieit 
statesmen who moulded her destinies in the enil) put 
>fefche mneteeuth century And India 1 ms been woik 
^ngftpwmds this goal she lenlises it must be n slow 
\ilfi d^bonous process 

>) ^Mn came this great Euiopenn war, sudden and 
nil doubt, nil hesitation all questions weie 
awn) theio wns but one feeling — to stand by 
jShgl vnd in the houi of danger The great oppoi 
tumt> for India, in the highest sense, had come slio 
claimed to hold an equal position with otliei paits of 
the Empire — she w rated to pi one her title* - The 
Indian punccs are eagci to show that the) nitfin fact, 
vs thej have been in name, pillars of the Empire then 
niccstois had fought as captains and leaders m the 
aim) of the Gieat Moghul and the) me an\ious to 
occup) then old positiou m the Annj of Gie it Bntum 
And the people of India who have -.0 thoroughly 
identified themselus with the Butish people hue 
come forvvaul more generous! \ than cvoi m the pist 
either in the di)s of the Hindu oi the Moslem foi 
the) hid not then realised their power, to oflti then 
sen ices and then resources They have through then 
icprcscntatn ch 111 council \otcd out of the ic\ times 



, PAMPHLETS ON 

THE E UROPEAN CRISIS 

Neutral Nations and the War. By James Bryce (Viscoun 1 
Bryce). 8vo. Sewed. 2d. 

Why Britain is at War. The Causes and the Issue*- 

Set out, in brief* form, from the Diplomatic Correspondence anc 
Speeches of Ministers. By Sir Edward Cook. 8vo. Sewed. 2d 

How Britain Strove for Peace. A Record of Angle 
German Negotiations, 1898-1914. Told from Authoritative 
Sources. By Sir Edward Cook. Bvd. Sewed. 2d. 

The Meaning of the War. For Labour — Freedom — Country. 

By Frederic Harrison. 8vo. Served. Id. 

Modern Germany and the Modern World. .By Professoi 
M. E. Sadler, C.B. 8vo. Sewed. 2d. 

Our Russian Ally. By Sir Donald Mackenzie Wallace 
K C.1.E , K.C.V.O. 8vo. Sewed. 2d. J 

Why India is Heart and Soul with Great Britain. 

By BHUPENDRANATH Basu, Ex-Member of the Imperial Legislative 
Council in India. 8vo Sewed. Id. . 

The Case of Belgium in the Present War. An Account 
of the Violation of the Neutrality of Belgium, and of the 
Laws of War on Belgian Territory. 8vo. Sewed, ls.net, 
Germany and the Prussian Spirit. Reprinted from The 
Round Table. 8yo- Sewed Sd. ^ 

The Austro-Servian Dispute. Reprinted from The Round 
Table . I. The Assassination of the Archduke II. The Crises of 
1908 and 1912 III. The Race Issue. IV. The Austro-Hungarian 
Ultimatum'; and A .Map of the Racial and National Boundaries in 
Central Europe. 8vo. Sewed. 6d. j 

The War in Europe. Reprinted from The Round Table. 
6vo. Sewed. 3d. ° 

Tennyson’s Patriotic Poems : A Call to Arms — Hands all 
Round!— Britons, Guard your Own — Riflemen Forral— 
The Empire — The Fleet. Fcap. 8vo. Sewed Id, net. . 

If By Rudyard Kipunc. In Booklet Form, Id. net. On 

Card, 3d. net. 

The Children’s Song. By Rudyard Kipunc. In Booklet Torm, 
1 d. net. Leaflet. 2*. 6d. net per hundred. 

The Country’s Call. A Short Selection of Patriotic Verse. 
Chosen and Edited by E. B. and MaRIE SaRCANT. 8vo. Sewed 
2d. 


LONDON: MACMILLAN AND CO. LTD. 



